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to save^the world, from i t s e l f , the Lutherans t h i n k perhaps they ought to 
s t a r t v/ith themselves and t h e i r neighbors. I t ' s not alarming. .;uite the 
opposite. Some of the b r i g h t e r Lutherans have j u s t reman bored t h a t n u b l a i 
Khan would have become a C h r i s t i a n i f I'tirco Polo had been able' to send him 
three hundred, or was i t t h r e e , s i n c e r e C h r i s t i a n s . A:id tliey are t r y i n g to 
apply the moral to our own times. Does i t make sensej 
, ' November 16, 1950 
Dear John; 
I f one l e t t e r could do j u s t i c e to your Chatterbox awards, I'm 
sure ^''ancy's l e t t e r has. But one l e t t e r couldn't p o s s i b l y do i t . Your 
f a t h e r came home on a bounce ( a c t u a l l y ) the day your awards v/ere posted 
on the | 5 u l l s t i n board. Ne says he t a l k e d back to ^•^r. ^emmig, too. But 
t h a t I doubt. Nancy, he s a y s , i s wearing your P.S.F.A. pin v/ith an e x t r a 
extension of the c h e s t . That I do not doubt. At any r a t e , vre're a l l very 
proud. ' J i l l you send us a copy of the poem they've recommended f o r the 
A t l a n t i c !.!onthly? Dadd3r and I admitted that we had no i d e a what i t i s about. 
But your grandfather says h e ' l l undertake to e x p l a i n i t to us. 
Tliat gentleman, by the way, has taken h i s d i a r i e s i n t o the c e l l a r 
f o r burning. He used to make a great secret of h i s records and I would no 
more have looked i n t o one of h i s d i a r i e s than I vrould have t r i e d to f l y . 
And I had hoped to i n h e r i t i n them a record of a l l the i n t e r n a l c o n f l i c t s 
t h a t have made jour grandpa the formidable creature he i s . To my great 
disappointment there i s n ' t even a h i n t at the things i n h i s mind, unless 
you can say that a complete record of the weather and expenses f o r t h i r t y 
or f o r t y j^ears e x p l a i n s an^'^thing. Or does i t give a clue to ray own vnriting 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ; C e r t a i n l y the d i a r i e s are without emotional e f f e c t . On I'crch 
4, 1904, the day on v;hich h i s f a t h e r sold h i s l i v e s t o c k and farming equipment, 
my f a t h e r v^rote; "Clear and cold % d s a l e Bought 0864 worth stock" 
liy gra.ndfather was s t i l l under seventy years of age, i n good h e a l t h , and fond 
of farming. And the s a l e had been my parents' i d e a . How pould anyone w i t h 
a clean page and a p e n c i l have s a i d so l i t t l e about anothe^man's u t t e r defeat? 
On Fonday, June t w e n t i e t h , the diarjr says: "Cool axid clear './ent f o r Dr. f o r 
^ a t i e Savfyer f i n i s h e d sawing f o r us "aby born" He did not consider my 
a r r i v a l any more of an achievement e v i d e n t l y than going f o r the doctor or 
sawing a l o g . On my f i r s t Christmas he s a i d : "Gold and snov/ed a l l da3'-
Spent Christmas at home Had a n i c e time" 'iouldn't you love to know what he 
considered a n i c e time? 
Thanks f o r l i k i n g the coat and g i v i n g so much thought to fUgs^dma's 
church attendance. I have alvmys ass^imed t h a t God w i l l v/elcome her under any 
conditions too. But have you ever thought that perhaps your grandmother her-
s e l f i s not quite happj' about the conditions under which she l i v e s . Of course 
the pride of the Arab has sustained her. But how do joii e x p l a i n her constant 
anxiety? I t i s g e n e r a l l y believed that r e g u l a r church attendance does help 
a person to accept l i f e w i t h mere poise than "W^-they would have without i t . 
She has always been t r e a t e d e x a c t l y l i k e a s e r v a n t , staying at home to prepare 
the meals, v a l e t i n g f o r a man who had more than enough energy to get h i s own 
clothes o f f ijhs i p hooks, and being scolded l i k e a c h i l d whenever anyone i n 
the f a r i l y f e l t d isagreeable. For one hour a week, i f she j o i n e d our church, 
she would be freed of her bondage and able to hear new v o i c e s sing and shout. 
V/e've alvmys assumed t h a t grandmn could r i s e above us, no matter w^hat v/e s a i d . 
I'm not sure that she d i d . Are you? I t i s not important whether she i s one 
sect or another. The important thing i s to go to church w i t h r e g u l a r i t y . 
P.S. I don't know about g e t t i n g the devii'^.by the t a i l but Lutherans are 
j u s t a l i t t l e worried about the f a c t t h a t h a l f of the people i n the U. S. 
are not members of any church o r g a n i m t i o n . Since as a nation we are set 
